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GETTING  THE  HOUSE 
READY  FOE  WINTER 


Warmth  is  what  we  want  to  insure  as  we  look  over  our  houses 

to  see  what  winter  preparations  are  needed.  

(Extension  engineer  or  home- 
    recently  called  attention  to  some  things  which  may 


management  specialist) 

be  done  for  winter  comfort  in  the  home.    Many  families, 


says,  who  have  windows  and  doorframes  that  are  not  tight,  are  considering 
the  use  of  weather  stripping  to  help  keeo  out  cold  air  around  window  sashes 

and  doors.     The  wood  and  felt  kind,   says,  is  cheaper  and  easier  to 

install  than  metal,  hut  it  does  not  remain  efficient  so  long.    Many  people 
object  to  its  appearance.    Metal  weather  stripping  is  excellent  for  making 
a  house  weather tight .    When  properly  put  on,  most  of  the  stripping  is  hidden, 
When  expense  must  he  kept  to  a  minimum,  temporary  weather  stripping  can  some- 
times he  improvised  from  old  inner  tubes,  old  felt  hats,  cloth,  or  paper. 
The  bottom  of  a  cellar  door  may  need  a  piece  of  felt  weather  strip  to  keep 
drafts  from  the  floor. 

When  the  windows  are  opened  at  night,  long  narrow  sandbags 
laid  in  front  of  bedroom  doors  that  do  not  fit  tightly  will  prevent  currents 
of  cold  air  from  chilling  the  halls  and  other  parts  of  the  house. 

Door  and  window  frames  often  admit  cold  drafts.     A  house  is 
sheathed  before  the  window  and  door  frames  are  set,  consequently  the  sheath- 
ing is  not  fitted  snugly  against  the  frame,  and  only  the  trim  obstructs 
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-  2  -     (Getting  the  house  ready  for  winter.) 

the  cold  air.     If  the  trim  does  not  fit  tight,  much  cold  air  leaks  in.  To 
remedy  this,  the  outside  trim  may  he  removed  and  a  piece  of  heavy  felt  or 
painted  metal  used  to  seal  the  openings.     The  joints  will  "be  tighted  if  the 
hack  of  the  trim  is  given  a  heavy  coat  of  paint  "before  "being  nailed  into 
place.    Frames  in  masonry  walls  that  have  become  loose  may  be  calked  by 
forcing  oakum,  coated  with  plastic  roofer's  cement,  into  the  cracks  with  a 
putty  knife  or  a  broad-faced  calking  iron.     Mortar,  sometimes  used  for  this 
purpose,  will  not  provide  a  permanently  tight  joint.     Small  cracks  can  be 
stopped  with  putty  if  they  are  filled  carefully. 

Sometimes  there  are  large  cracks  at  the  eaves  because 
sheathing  xnd  siding  are  not  extended  between  the  rafters.     These  cracks 
should  be  blocked  or  filled  to  shut  out  cold  drafts.     Finishing  the  attic 
on  the  inside  is  one  way  of  enclosing  an  insulating  layer  of  air  between 
the  roof  and  the  inside  of  the  house. 
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